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The Kamihaga Residence
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The mansion of Uchiko’s wealthiest and
most influential wax merchant family

Long ago, Uchiko in the Ehime prefecture,
Japan thrived as a post town of the Matsuyama
Kaido road, where worshippers heading for the
Kotohiragu Shrine passed through. In the Meiji
period (1868-1912), the area garnered a world-
wide reputation for the production of high-
quality Japan wax. The Kamihaga family was
one of the most influential merchant families
in Uchiko, and made its fortune in the wax
production business. Today, this traditional
property is used as a museum with informative
exhibits that show the lifestyle of merchants
and the methods of production at that time.
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