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“Green Room” system enhances eco-awareness
of hotel guests and saves energy in guest rooms

Inits efforts to conserve energy, one of the biggest challenges faced
by the Westin Beijing Financial Street Hotelwas reducing electricity
consumption in guest rooms. To address this challenge, the hotel
set up a Green Room energy-saving project in collaboration with
Panasonic. The project was designed to involve hotel guests with
energy conservation by encouraging energy-efficient behavior.

The system works like this: when a Green Room is selected by
guests, the overall room electric power consumption is measured
from check-in to check-out. If the amount of total power used falls
belowastandard level setbythe hotel, the guestreceives star points*
for special benefits. The experiment clearly showed the effective-
ness of the system’s ability to reduce electric power consumption.
As a result, 47 rooms, or approximately 10 percent of the rooms in
the Westin Beijing, are now operational as Green Rooms.

To provide more feedback for guests on their electric power
consumption, the hotel is now conducting a field test of Green
Room Controllers in ten guest rooms. The controller enables
in-room control of guest room air conditioning, lighting and other
powered devices, as well as remote monitoring and control of
equipment usage. This allows guests to reduce electric power
consumption as a kind of game. For instance, switching off a room
light via a tablet computer “rewards” the guest with an indication
of power reductionin realtime. A preliminary report on the project
indicates a significant contribution to energy savings in guest
rooms via the Green Room system.

* Service points that can be accumulated and redeemed for benefits
at the same hotel or affiliated hotels.
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