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Meiji period residential architecture
reflecting Japan’s desire to blend with
Western culture

Located in Hirakawa City, Aomori Prefecture,
Seibikan provides a splendid view of the
Seibien landscape garden. Built as a villa of the
Seito Family, a powerful local landlord,
Seibikan’s unique two-story structure consists
of Japanese and Western architectural styles
in the lower and upper levels. The second floor
features a  symbolic octagonal-shaped
Western-style observatory room commanding
a wide garden view. Constructed in the Meiji
period (1868-1912) when Western culture
began to permeate Japanese society, the build-
ing is a conspicuous presence created through
the fusion of Japanese and Western styles and
backed by the wealth of a historic Japanese
family.
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