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Former Ito Den-emon Residence
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A luxurious mansion that shows the lifestyle
of the legendary “coal-mining king”

The famous former residence of Ito Den-emon
is still standing in lizuka City, Fukuoka Prefec-
ture. Called the “coal-mining king of Chikuho,”
Den-emon was a self-made man who became
a millionaire in the coal industry. Driven by the
successful expansion of his business, his house
underwent constant extension and remodeling
from the later part of the Meiji period (1868-
1912) to the Showa period (1926-1989). It grew
into a huge mansion with 25 rooms built in a
7,600 square meter site. Den-emon lived for ten
years in this mansion with his wife Byakuren,
who was a poet born to a noble family.
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