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A Planned Community Created by
the Walt Disney Company

Celebration, Florida is a residential district located in the southwest of Orlando, Florida,
USA, south of the Walt Disney World Resort. It's a master-planned community designed
to enhance social interaction with neighbors and help residents lead safe and comfortable
lives by protecting them from traffic accidents and crimes. Residents can enjoy shops and
restaurants, as well as walking trails in the rich natural settings.

In 1965, the Walt Disney Company purchased a large 120 square kilometer (29,700 acre)
plot of land in Florida, in accordance with Walt Disney’s desire to build a large Experimen-
tal Prototype Community of Tomorrow (EPCOT) in this site. However, he died in the follow-
ing year, before fulfilling his dream. In October 1971, the Magic Kingdom was opened in a
part of the purchased site, followed by Epcot Center. They became popular theme parks,
but were far smaller in scale than Walt Disney’s original dream.

Michael Eisner, appointed as CEO of the Walt Disney Company in 1984, attempted to
develop an ideal town there by adopting Disney’s original EPCOT vision. Planning for the
28 square kilometer (6,900 acre) Celebration community started in 1985, and the first
residents moved into the community in 1996.

One of the most significant features of Celebration is its carefully thought-out master
plan to create an exciting place for people to live. From the very beginning, the master plan
included setting up community organizations such as the residential owners association.
The first phase of residential development was Celebration Village, followed by George
Town, West Village and others. All residential development projects were completed by

2008. A new development project is now underway in the southwestern portion of the site.

When it comes to creating a new town, the biggest concern is the difficulty of running
commercial facilities in the town center (downtown) when the number of residents is still
limited. To deal with this, Celebration’s Town Center was created by the Walt Disney
Company before it welcomed residents. World-renowned architects were invited from all
over the United States to design Celebration’s town hall, post office, bank and movie
theater. Downtown Celebration looked like a waterfront architectural expo, attracting
many visitors even before the opening of the town. This served as a motivator to inspire
people with the benefits of living in the Celebration community.

Celebration has received many prestigious awards, including those from the American
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA], the National Association of Industrial and Office
Properties (NAIOP), and others. In 2001, it became the winner of the Urban Land Institute’s
Award for Excellence as the Best New Community. This four-part Feature series takes an
in-depth look at Celebration to uncover the secret behind its success, including its ability
to minimize the impact of adverse economic events, such as the subprime mortgage crisis
and the bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers.
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@) The Celebration Hotel designed by Graham de Conde Gund

(@ Lakeside promenade enjoyed by walkers and joggers

® Town Center with shops, restaurants and other commercial
establishments

(@ A water fountain located in Celebration Town Center

(® Resort-like waterfront space

(® Movie theater designed by Cesar Pelli & Associates

@ Post office designed by Michael Graves

Celebration’s Town Hall designed by Philip Johnson

(@ Bank in downtown Celebration, designed by Robert Venturi and
Denise Scott Brown

@0 Water Street connects the Town Center to the Golf Course

@D Golf Course is a mere 400 meters (440 yds) from the Town Center

@ Classy custom homes are lined along the street facing the Golf
Course
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Coming up in the next edition: Celebration, Florida Vol. 2 “Traditional Neighborhood Development”




