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Mr. Berkus was born in Los Angeles, CA. After attending the University of
Southern California, Mr. Berkus founded B3 Architects (Berkus Design Studio)
when he was 21 years old. His work spans from resort and community master
planning to commercial projects and residential design. He has received many
awards and much recognition in the area of design, as well as his contributions to
society.
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Barry A. Berkus has remained on the fore-
front of design in the United States and
abroad for over 45 years. His firm has been
involved in a wide range of projects, in-
cluding resort and master plan communi-
ties, urban infill, commercial and
institutional projects and residential
design. His firm has also received more
than 450 design and planning awards at
West Coast regional and national competi-
tions. Mr. Berkus was also named one of
the ten most significant figures of 20th
century residential architecture by Resi-
dential Architect. Today, he remains actively
involved in all projects, nationally and in-
ternationally. In this interview, Mr. Berkus
spoke on the challenges related to urban
development, and shared his views on
what constitutes ideal housing.

To begin with, please tell us about housing con-
ditions in the United States.

In the United States, the first major change in
housing came right after World War II. Young sol-
diers who came back home from the war wanted
to have a family, so builders had to supply many
houses. Also, automobile ownership greatly in-
creased after the war. Many highways were built
connecting the city center to suburbs, which made
it easier to commute longer distances from home
to office. People wanted to have a house in a lush
suburban area, to get away from the hustle and
bustle of downtown. This led to the development
of large-scale residential communities outside the
city. But most of these developments were
automobile-dominated communities with ticky-
tacky housing designs thatlooked like boxes lined

up in rows. (photo 1)

Luxurious residential areas were also devel-
oped as a symbol of the American dream. Each
resident had a large plot of land and lived at a dis-
tance from neighbors. However, this weakened
neighborhood ties. Homes were isolated from
each other, and they often became targets for
crime.

In the 1970s, so-called “gated communities”
were built to ensure family security, with strictly
controlled entrances and a closed perimeter of
walls and fences. Based on the lessons and reflec-
tions from these past developments, the concept
of “New Urbanism” was born. New Urbanism is
adesign theory and movement thataims atthe cre-
ation of a walkable, mixed-use community where
stores, schools and other essential functions are
located within a quarter mile (approx.400 meters)
from all residences, or about a 5-minute walk.
The idea is to strengthen the relationship between
neighbors by increasing the community’s density,
so as toraise the entire community’s level of secu-
rity.

Promoting urban design on a human scale,
both physically and emotionally

Do you also support the New Urbanism move-
ment?

For each project I'm involved in, I always try
to incorporate human scale into design, or create
designs that take into account the emotional state
orbehaviors of people. In that sense, my approach
may be close to New Urbanism. But New Urban-
ism believes that people’s houses should be lo-
cated on streets, so you can see everything in the
neighborhood. But I put top priority on gardens.

I believe the quietness of gardens is more impor-
tant and everybody should be living adjacent to
gardens.

Today, life moves very fast because of comput-
ers, smartphones, etc. A house’s responsibility is
to help slow you down and make you comfortable.
It’s important to create serenity and peace with a
master plan. When you talk about human scale,
you have to consider emotional scale as well as
physical scale. Emotional context is important.
And there lies the key to the value of gardens,
parks and landscapes. We used to safeguard our
family’s lives with fences and walls. From now
on, we need to use the landscape to protect our
mind and body.

Prerequisite: all residences on gardens

Could you be more specific about the term
“human scale”?

In my plan, all residences face gardens. The
garden could be a spacious one or a smaller, more
intimate one. Living on a garden means you can
bring sunlight, air and nature into your home, and
savor the green landscape. Children’s safety must
also be taken into consideration. As such, we must
plan a pedestrian-priority community by keeping
cars and pedestrians apart from each other.

In the plan that I developed in 2000 (fig. 1),
all streets face parks and all residences are next
to gardens. Houses are located along the extended
line of streets leading out of the city’s commercial
center. This placement was inspired by the won-
derful example of Japanese gardens. I learned a
lot from Japanese gardens. In Japanese gardens,
the paths meander through the gardens, creating
a highly “cyclic” space. I want to create a town
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that shows you the changing face of the landscape
as you stroll through it, and a town that makes
your spirit quiet and gives you a chance to be
peaceful.

Pedestrians and cars must be clearly
separated

We heard that you have also been involved in
the Celebration, Florida project.

That’sright. Butbefore that,I had some experi-
ence in master planning of a community. For in-
stance, I worked for the EuroDisney project at the
request of the Walt Disney Company. This is how
I came to take part in the development of Celebra-
tion. In the 1980s, I worked with Jaquelin T.
Robertson first, making its master plan, and later
Robert A.M. Stern joined the effort.

Celebration is often considered to be a typical
example of Traditional Neighborhood Develop-
ment (TND). The underlying idea of TND is
almost the same as New Urbanism. When I was
working for the Celebration master planning, I in-
sisted on including more parks and gardens, and
the need to more clearly separate cars from pedes-
trians. But the plan they ended up choosing was
not mine. In Celebration, cars travel both on the
front streets and back arrays, so I don’t think we
canreally call it a pedestrian-priority community,
although it is well-furnished with sidewalks.

Great towns can maintain their value
over the years

Is there any way to prevent land values from
deteriorating?
To develop a town with high value, you have

to make it a special place. That’s very impor-
tant. The special place comes from living in a
place different from other places in the commu-
nity, like a dedicated park or a relaxing waterfront
space. Unlike Japanese people, Americans have
a high regard for waterfront environments in a
residential area. So ponds, lakes and gardens help
create value, making the town a place that people
want to visit because it’s a special place they like
tolive in and has beauty. Americans covet a water-
front environment probably because our land
mass is so large and in most areas, we are not
facing the water.

Making the most of what | learned from
Japan about community development—
connecting with nature

Would you tell us about the project you are
working on right now?

I’m currently working on the Playa Vista proj-
ectin Los Angeles, CA.It’s abrand new, big com-
munity being constructed on the former site of
the Hughes Aircraft Company, which was
founded by aviation giant Howard Hughes. The
first phase of development was completed in
2007, and the second phase has just started. As
shown in a part of my plan (fig. 2), Playa Vista
has much higher density than Celebration—17-
100 houses per acre, compared to Celebration’s
five houses per acre. Even so, it is planned to
ensure comfortable living for residents. For ex-
ample, houses are laid out in aboomerang-shaped
arrangement, so nobody feels like they are being
watched, and people can maintain their privacy.
Houses are all on small parks. Gardens are on the
front and cars come to the back. So everyone has

a view of a garden from their front porch. Pe-
destrians and cars are clearly separated from each
other. Another point that is unique for American
housing is that houses are laid out to get sunlight
fromthe south.Incorporating the conceptof direc-
tion into housing is one of many things I learned
from Japan—having a close connection to nature.

We should design and plan the land and the
houses at the same time

Could you tellus how you relate housing design
to community development?

InPlaya Vista,mosthomes are 2x6 wood frame
houses and each neighborhood is designed in a
single architectural style. But we sometimes in-
tentionally have a different design next door, in
order to avoid becoming too repetitive. So we
have uniformity and balance in each
neighborhood’s landscape, without making it
look too much the same everywhere. It’s nice to
bring in architecture that makes you feel like the
house you live in is special.

Ithink urban development and house construc-
tion should progress in parallel. If each owner of
a plot randomly designs and builds a house on
his/herown, there will be no way to create aspecial
town. Placement of gardens and green areas, and
the entire landscape design including houses, is
a vital part of maintaining physical and mental
health. And it provides safety and peace of mind
to people who live in the community. This, I be-
lieve, would be very similar to the old way of
living in Japan.

Thank you very much.

T TH>THM R MhZ AL LT kA
ZELLTHIET, oo ik kA
DEF. SHIRKRETRFER O HRAIEL,
FEA LD LHAKIBITEL TORVPDH
PHLNIE A RENIZKITH§ BN
ARADTLE)o

BATRZAZBRLOEADYZ
#HOKYICEDT

—BEREDLIETOATIVMNEDTEHES

hBDTLLID,

BAEEDTVELDR, AV T+ =T ey

VIVINVADTIXYEARY TS, TIVYERY

EMZEBOBE R [Ca—X - 27257

ML DB b B FE U7z H K 2B i B 36 <
20074 CIC LRI 2358 T L BRI 21

SIS A5 —bL TR E T fig. 21FZ D

TTA, 1 —H—IC17~100§F DEE T
BRitLTwEd, kLT L —Yardlo—

H—I5H DT, LT L—varihdh i

THEEZROTVET A, KPP REIC

LBEIEIML. [EEOMIIEE R TY

BYMR—=FEZRICRELE L2, B N\y>

FL—oLPT 7 ATERVIHICHE
SEEEEIRLCVRET, T T — 2

I RITH DR O B2 % XI5 il
RETRDHEVBIDLNIETT A, FHHH
DRNEEZERIVATIIELELT Tifa%
MY ANZHI, HBEHREDOEDYIZD
W HADPSFEATZL L DHHD—DTT,

HEFERETLTRABICT YA T5

—EHEEBORRICDOVWTHEELLEELY,

TSXEATDHELIE. FI22x60D A 3
BT, HRILICREMNAIHT T 50
D, HBAERETFFA VAR EBEHL T

SPECIAL INTERVIEW ‘ Barry A. Berkus

F9, SRICKY, FiEADK—IBREAID
FTIELDBTELD T, MIFEBHBIFELAE
BOBRBRIITPATLCHEDERELELEZT
WEF, HEELT, ZIEL Nz H s
BRIEEETFFALTRTTLEIE,
ERAEITIRVTTA FERIR kOB E
LHEELE OB, Rk R
Kith, ZLTRETLELSESLZAI N
TOTT, Ihd, AN KOTEEDOE 2
HIEWHDTT,

—HIPEITENELT,

©Berkus Design Studio

fig. 1 N—HRERH2000FIFD-T 72 hROEERRE—IVDSHBR THRUIERAVIEFHENS

W 7ovEX%

fig. 2 EF&7T— 4T BICL . EEZE BB

FILBERA THUBDI ST VAP REZERF

Hig

HRESEPBHREICOBIN TV

©Berkus Design Studio

XtELTL—2a-70US ORBEREIL P19-20ICBBESh TVET,




NIHONBASHI REVITALIZATION PLAN

RIEHEZEVRTHEBELBXREBEOKRE
IR ERSBEFICH > TIOMICARBE LR,
AHEOEEAEHEL. BXDOLE. HE. UK
DR =EL. BERERPXIEOHOMEL TR
ICERHD-S7-AFEE. ZHTIV—TREOHMTEHH
%, BTE. COMIEEFEMEL. kB HZEE
9570 VM [BXRBHBESE] . ZHTE
EMRSHEHRET ANOYN—-ELTEDSNT
W, ZO7AIJIME [ERLEDS, BSOS RN,
A>T AT BEIUTOBRHEES
DI, EREMTHS — LB 1BBPEATLS,
ZITARELREZBSTELDHFNFVYZVID
RESHEZEVR, ROMHRICENDLIBEAXEE
RE50A, 7OV VMNEAREBRTERREREFT
BHEDTHREICE ST,

Supporting the future of Nihonbashi through
VR technology

At the start of the Edo Shogunate, the authorities
constructed a bridge at Nihonbashi and specified
the Nihonbashi Bridge as the point of origin for the
five main roads of Japan. From that time on the
Nihonbashi area has served as the hub for Japan’s
financial, commercial and distribution services and
has also seen growth as a center for Japanese
economy and culture. The Mitsui Group also origi-
nated from this location.

The Nihonbashi Revitalization Plan aims to revi-
talize the Nihonbashi area as well as to create new
attractions. Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd. is the lead
developer for the entire project. The key concept for
the project is “Creating while retaining and reviv-
ing,” uniting and directing efforts from the public
and private sectors as well as the community to
pursue various initiatives such as the re-
development of commercial areas. Panasonic’s vir-
tual reality (VR) system for environmental planning
plays an important role in the project by allowing
project personnel to share Nihonbashi’s future
vision and pass it on to the next generations.
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VR assists long-term urban development
(Muromachi East District)

The Muromachi East District Development Project
is a core component of the Nihonbashi Revitalization
Plan. The five blocks with various owners comprise
an urban renewal zone, with a total land area of
11,900 square meters (2.94 acres). This mixed use
district includes one of the largest office buildings
in the area, different commercial facilities and
rental housing—a desirable mix that intends to
restore the bustle and lived-in feel of the neighbor-
hood. The Nihonbashi area also has many historical
architectural structures, including the Mitsui Main
Building designated as an important cultural prop-
erty, as well as the Mitsukoshi Department Store
and the Bank of Japan. Buildings along both sides of
the Chuo-dori main street have been constructed to
maintain the height of the lower story sections at 31
meters (102 feet) or less, and set back the upper sto-
ries with heights exceeding 100 meters (328 feet).
This creates a unified landscape design that empha-
sizes the skyline.

The Fukutoku Shrine that has watched over the
Nihonbashi Muromachi area for over 1,000 years is
being reconstructed along with shops and attrac-
tions that evoke the Edo period set up along the
Naka-dori stone pavement approach to the Shrine. A
row of cherry blossom trees between the Mitsui Main
Building and Mitsukoshi Main Store was extended to
cover the Edo Sakura Street as well. The VR system
offers imaging of the area’s landscape and is a reli-
able tool for checking and examining individual proj-
ect visions and the overall landscape design.
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Renewing
the Nihonbashi landscape
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One of the biggest challenges that the Nihonbashi Bridge, an
important Japanese cultural property, currently faces a century
after its completion is the presence of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Expressway. When the Tokyo Olympics were held in 1964, the
expressway was constructed over the river since there was no
need for any land acquisition. Fifty years on, the expressway is
old and relocation is being considered. People in the neighbor-
hood are looking forward to seeing a revitalized landscape

emerge and being part of avigorous and dynamic community once
the expressway covering the sky over the bridge is removed.
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Enhancing the Tokyo night with /ki and Miyabi
lighting designs

Over the ages, people all over the world have made
their way to the tops of buildings and various struc-
tures to enjoy dramatic views of towns and cities.
These vistas left lasting impressions with viewers.
The opening of the TOKYO SKYTREE on May 22, 2012
changed the Tokyo skyline. Panasonic was selected
as an official partner of TOBU TOWER SKYTREE Co.,
Ltd. to supply the required lighting equipment and
has supplied 100 percent LED lighting.

SKYTREE's lighting design reflects two themes:
Iki (spirit) nurtured in Japan’s ancient capital of Edo
(now Tokyo) and Miyabi (aesthetic ideal) represent-
ing traditional Japanese aesthetics. Panasonic
developed an innovative lighting fixture that alter-
nates between displaying /ki and Miyabi patterns
every other day. For the /ki lighting pattern, the RGB
LED lighting fixture capable of displaying a full
color spectrum irradiates pale blue light represent-
ing water in the Sumida River, spotlighting the
central shaft that passes through the center of the
tower. In the Miyabi pattern, a dedicated LED light
source was developed to produce traditional purple
light that highlights the tower’s steel frame struc-
ture and makes it appear like a garment. LED light-
ing fixtures installed at the steel joints also deliver
gold leaf-like sparkle accents. A digital control
system is used for individually controlling 1,995
lighting fixtures at a 1/30 second speed to match the
rapidly blinking LEDs.
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TELLHOW INTELLIGENT BUILDING
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Constructing an office building backbone system
via iopeNet rated highly for Beijing Olympic and
Shanghai Expo Parks installations

Beijing Tellhow Intelligent Engineering Co., Ltd.
integrates systems for intelligent buildings. This is
comprehensive, relating to matters as diverse as air
conditioning and lighting control to camera monitor-
ing and security. The company was also tasked with
the construction of an area management system for
the Beijing Olympic Park and Shanghai Expo Park. An
open integrated facility network called “iopeNet”
was used for master system control. It is a new proto-
col developed by Panasonic in collaboration with
China Architecture Design & Research Group.

In the recent construction project of its new office
building, Tellhow had to address a way of linking
various subsystems from different sources with
Tellhow's Building Energy Management System
(BEMS). To accomplish this difficult process, Tellhow
relied oniopeNet with its proven track record of man-
aging numerous lighting devices and interconnecting
subsystems in an environment of heterogeneous
protocols. Panasonic collaborated with Tellhow's
research center to develop an iopeNet-compatible
system. This system installed in the new building
enables integrated operation and management of
lighting, air conditioning and other subsystems.

TELLHOW INTELLIGENT BUILDING
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THE WESTIN BEIJING FINANCIAL STREET
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“Green Room” system enhances eco-awareness
of hotel guests and saves energy in guest rooms

Inits efforts to conserve energy, one of the biggest challenges faced
by the Westin Beijing Financial Street Hotelwas reducing electricity
consumption in guest rooms. To address this challenge, the hotel
set up a Green Room energy-saving project in collaboration with
Panasonic. The project was designed to involve hotel guests with
energy conservation by encouraging energy-efficient behavior.

The system works like this: when a Green Room is selected by
guests, the overall room electric power consumption is measured
from check-in to check-out. If the amount of total power used falls
belowastandard level setbythe hotel, the guestreceives star points*
for special benefits. The experiment clearly showed the effective-
ness of the system’s ability to reduce electric power consumption.
As a result, 47 rooms, or approximately 10 percent of the rooms in
the Westin Beijing, are now operational as Green Rooms.

To provide more feedback for guests on their electric power
consumption, the hotel is now conducting a field test of Green
Room Controllers in ten guest rooms. The controller enables
in-room control of guest room air conditioning, lighting and other
powered devices, as well as remote monitoring and control of
equipment usage. This allows guests to reduce electric power
consumption as a kind of game. For instance, switching off a room
light via a tablet computer “rewards” the guest with an indication
of power reductionin realtime. A preliminary report on the project
indicates a significant contribution to energy savings in guest
rooms via the Green Room system.

* Service points that can be accumulated and redeemed for benefits
at the same hotel or affiliated hotels.
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Electricity generation-storage linked system
installation in a convenience store

The Great East Japan Earthquake last year is still
fresh in public awareness. The disaster stressed
the importance of electricity supply during power
outages and other emergency conditions. The
Circle K Sunkus convenience store chain turned to
Panasonic’s electricity generation-storage linked
system as it could supply the minimum amount of
electricity necessary to maintain store operation
during power failures. Since the March 11 earth-
quake, convenience stores have been attracting
significant attention as local infrastructure to fulfill
emergency needs.

The installed system uses electricity generated
by photovoltaic panels during daytime to charge a
lithium ion storage battery unit. As the electricity
stored in the storage battery is then used to power
LED lights for the store’s facade and pole signs, CO2
emissions from illuminated signs are virtually zero.
In case of blackouts, the stored electricity is used to
supply power for part of the in-store LED lights and
cash registers. By switching the system over to
grid-independent mode, the storage battery can
also be charged with solar-generated electricity
during daytime in order to power the POS system
for basic store operation.
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NEW HOUSING TREND
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Designing the appeal of darkness in the “KDL”
residential configuration

ERIEOHAFFE T, RAREELTHEERIID
ABLTOWELECHBREENVEECHIDER,
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CUCINO LA VITA located in Sakai City, Osaka Prefecture is
a new housing development comprising nine subdivisions
designed and developed by STYLUS Inc. The company is
f:ngaged 111 t{le salc.:s.of h.ouses as well‘as. real estate consu.lt.ing BTy — s F I ARSI b, RREICIELTS
and interior coordination mainly for local communities. : o N
“What I envisioned was a house that becomes more beautiful D HBLH RA(5R ' 1= /_;& **_H? LT e f* s s

with time rather than just deteriorating with age. I wanted to VL a— : BIBICEASNS EICHTXHREBY. ARSI
create a house that remains breathtakingly beautiful so that VORI slosettE HEFFEVLIIVTOET, :
the owner can keep loving it even after living in it for 30 S SR
years,” says Mr. Tomoya Oshimura, director. He established

a new design standard for the housing called “KDL.” Unlike

LDK (living-dining-kitchen) configurations, KDL allows the

FREAIILED 2 RAERBLEL, TOBEBDRER

. .. . ., . G ST =3 oA
kitchen to become the family center by locating it in the B AT REHC LT, (O BE B ML EFEOS—ULT5 (L TREENSFIXY AN
middle 91 the h(.)use.' . . . B O ABAH 225X
For innovative lighting plans, the design emphasizes ¥ T/ HES 241452
“shadows” that help bring about a refined living style as dark- i I./2012%5R
ness makes the presence of light more impressive. Modern
housing tends to consider a well-lighted room space to be
important and regards the value of illuminance on floor as a
measure of comfort. Shadows that add more depth cannot be
represented by numerical values but will stimulate peoples’
imagination. Educated sensibilities for appreciating the sky’s
colors and sunlight are inherent in the Japanese. Aiming to @UEL T4 (il FH#%) OFIXY (7172—)
maximize natural Japanese qualities, Mr. Oshimura “controls :hED&‘/:J??/;r\l; a71?|j5§27f v :(E:E:\/—C;r—:;zt'gy}ﬂ159+:|‘ b
light to design darkness (shadows)” instead of planning UELS 54T ECTHRT R E [EV-PHVZEEH] FHRF BT /:/OTZLCX' e - e e
brightness, achieving striking results. DTLAFH BT ok IS ADEDHEATY
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Traditional Neighborhood Development

Celebration is probably one of the most typical examples of Traditional Neighborhood
Development (TND). TND seeks to solve problems associated with today’s automobile-
dominated urban development. Also known as “new urbanism,” TND is a new and exciting
style of housing development intended to embed small-town values and traditional
community spirit into new urban neighborhoods. A particular focus is in “human-scale”
neighborhoods, which are based on the perspective of pedestrians, and emphasize bonds
of friendship with neighbors.

Robert A.M. Stern and Jaquelin T. Robertson were tapped by the Walt Disney Company
to develop a master plan. The two sought to create an idyllic atmosphere reminiscent of
traditional American neighborhoods of the 20th Century. For this, they needed a “walking
distance” community that would allow residents to frequently cross paths, engage in
conversation and share common facilities.

Celebration consists of several walkable areas referred to as “Villages.” Residents can
walk around within each Village, with easy walking access to the Town Center containing
a movie theater and other commercial establishments. Celebration is a self-sustaining
community with a complete range of schools from elementary to higher university educa-
tion, as well as a state-of-the-art hospital facility, a fully equipped fitness center and office
complexes.

Celebration is a pedestrian-priority community. Homes are constructed along streets,
with a garage access via the service alley in the rear of houses, maintaining the pristine
look of the home fronts and streetscape. Two-lane roads are only 10 meters (11 yds) wide,
with a 25 miles per hour (40 kph) speed limit. Strangely enough for a town of this scale,
Celebration does not have any traffic signals. In a community designed to facilitate social
interaction and communication among residents, drivers, cyclists and pedestrians are all
willing to share the right-of-way to avoid conflict. Celebration also does not provide any
public transportation such as bus or light rail, so electric carts and bicycles are the most
popular means of transport. Celebration, in fact, boasts the highest bicycle/electric cart
ownership in the United States.
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(® Water Tower Shoppes with multiple shops and restaurants
(@ Segways serve as a popular means of transportation
(® Electric vehicles used to replace public transportation

@ Two-lane roads have a walkway and a 25 mph (40 kph) speed limit
(® The community has no traffic signals, but drivers and pedestrians

watch out for each other

(® Homes face walkways; garages are situated at the back of homes
(@ Garages and garbage pickup done in alleyways behind the homes

Independence Memorial Park
(© Office (The Walt Disney Company headquarters)

Florida Hospital Celebration Health (hospital and fitness center)

@) Church

42 Full educational opportunities are offered within the community,

including Celebration K-8 School
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Coming up in the next edition: Celebration, Florida Vol. 3 “Landscapes with Traditional American Taste”
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Meiji period residential architecture
reflecting Japan’s desire to blend with
Western culture

Located in Hirakawa City, Aomori Prefecture,
Seibikan provides a splendid view of the
Seibien landscape garden. Built as a villa of the
Seito Family, a powerful local landlord,
Seibikan’s unique two-story structure consists
of Japanese and Western architectural styles
in the lower and upper levels. The second floor
features a  symbolic octagonal-shaped
Western-style observatory room commanding
a wide garden view. Constructed in the Meiji
period (1868-1912) when Western culture
began to permeate Japanese society, the build-
ing is a conspicuous presence created through
the fusion of Japanese and Western styles and
backed by the wealth of a historic Japanese
family.
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